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can occupation of Prairie du Chien in 1814 and anticipating, that
go long as this force should remain there, they would be eut off
from the trade of Prairie du Chien, its dependencies, and the
Sioux country, at once set on foot an expedition for the re-capture
of that place. The British officers and traders accordingly fitted
out an expedition under the command of Col. McKay, of the In-
dian department, an old trader; and under him were, a sergeant
of artillery with a brass six pounder, and three or four volunteer
companies of the Canadian voyageurs, commanded by traders and
officered by their clerks, all dressed in red coats, with probably
one hundred Indians officered by half-breeds.¥ Having made a
seeret. march they arrived on the Prairie without being expeeted,
and made the best display of red coats and Indians that they
could. They made a formidable show, and the Americans not
knowing of what materials they were composed, and supposing
that they were all British regulars, appeared to have been panic-
struck. The sergeant had brought his field piece so well to bear
that he hit one of the boats, I believe the one Yeiser was in.
During this time the troops and Indians had made a move towards
the fort, but keeping out of gun shot. On the boat being hit,
Capt. Yeiser had the cable eut, and swung round down the river,
ordering the others to do the same, carrying with them the pro-
visions and ammunition of the garrison. After the boats had gone,
Col. McKay summoned the fort to surrender, and having neither
provisions nor ammunition they had no other alternative, and ac-
cordingly surrendered. The British took and kept possession of
Prairie du Chien until peace, in 1815, thus opening the Indian
trade to the traders at Mackinaw. The inhabitants of Prairie du
Chien being British subjeets, were ordered into service by the
British government to de dnty in the garrison during the war.
The British sergeant of artillery for hitting the keel-boat, was pro-
moted by his government.

Of the persons spoken of as resident traders of Prairie du Chien,

*There were at least a thousand Indians under Col. McKay, as stated

in the accounts of the time, and not less than three pieces of light artil-
lery. L. C. D.




